


Administration for Preparedness and Response and former Air Force Bronze star recipient, Dr Robert Kadlec — 





understand and appreciate the definition of a caring professional, a trusted provider of care, into whose hands a 

fragile human life is placed day in and day out for decades. 

These have been decades of learning, training, practice, commitment, experience and dedication — practiced 

and honed every single day. Patients and families never care what you know until they know that you care. In 

every way, I have lived a culture of caring and a culture of excellence.

And I know this culture of excellence is deeply embedded in the University of Nebraska’s legacy — a history of 

leadership, competition and championship programs that fill countless books, archives of newspapers, journals 

and newscasts and is a vibrant oral history told from generation to generation of Nebraskans.

The University of Nebraska was a founding member of the Association of American Universities more than 100 

years ago; the first graduate college west of the Mississippi; the creator of the first video training program in 

health care; and of course, home to many national and conference athletic championships. 

More recently, our work in public policy, health security, early childhood education, water and food security — 

and countless other dimensions of academics, agriculture, national defense and medical care — continues to 

showcase every measure of a culture of excellence.

As Senator Fischer mentioned, when the federal government asked if the University of Nebraska was prepared to 

care for Ebola patients in 2014, we answered the call. When our nation’s most elite military leaders like General 

Hyten need solutions to keep our men and women in uniform safe, they turn to the University of Nebraska. 

When the USDA considered where to stand up the nation’s largest university-based research center — that will 

chart the course for the future of agricultural innovation — they chose Nebraska.

When General Friederichs and Secretary Kadlec had the desperate need to repatriate American citizens in the 

winter of 2020 with a new and novel viral disease, they chose Nebraska.

Generous private partners and public partners see our momentum and want to be part of it — measured in many 

ways, including yet another record-setting, high-engagement, and high-impact philanthropic fundraising year. 





Our odyssey must also be supported by strong and secure interactions of human learning and machine learning. 

This critical high-tech, high-touch interface will define every aspect of our ability to deliver on our promises, 

accelerate our rate of change, measure our outcomes and continuously facilitate unprecedented innovation.

Our odyssey must be powered by high energy and a wide myriad of resources including human power, facilities 

and technology. It must be powered by the confidence and engagement of our key stakeholders: the citizens 

of our state, our alumni and families, our students, and ever so critical, our faculty and staff who make it all 


